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Research on the Impact of Higher Education Attainment on Charitable
Donation Behaviors under the Goal of Common Prosperity

WAN Yang,LI Fengliang
(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract ; The topic of optimizing income distribution through charitable endeavors to achieve the goal
of common prosperity is one of the significant contemporary issues in China. As the cornerstone of social
progress, higher education not only provides opportunities for the accumulation of individual human capital,
but also plays a key role in cultivating citizens’ sense of social responsibility. Ultilizing data from the 2018
China Family Panel Studies ( CFPS) and employing a quasi-experimental design provided by the college
enrollment expansion, the study identified the impact of higher education attainment on individuals’
charitable donation behaviors, and analyzed the mechanisms and heterogeneous characteristics involved. The
findings indicate that higher education attainment significantly increases the likelihood of individuals
participating in charitable donations. This conclusion remains robust after a series of robustness tests and the
introduction of instrumental variables to mitigate endogeneity problems. Secondly, the impact mechanisms
of higher education attainment on charitable donation behaviors are demonstrated across three dimensions:
income level, digital capabilities, and social trust. An individual’ s income level provides the economic
foundation for donations, digital capabilities expand the channels of donation in the digital age, and social
trust enhances their willingness to donate. These mechanisms collectively lead to a higher degree of activity
and contribution in the charity sector among highly educated groups. Thirdly, the promotion effect of
higher education attainment on charitable donation behaviors is significant across sub—samples of different
genders and early household registrations, with no significant difference between the male and female groups
but more pronounced among those with rural backgrounds and upbringing. Based on these findings, it is
necessary to promote the expansion of higher education scale and the capacity of quality higher education
resources in coordination, optimize the educational resource allocation pattern and funding policy system for
disadvantaged groups, and strengthen the role of moral education and charitable education in talent training,
to fully leverage the empowering role of higher education in the construction of common prosperity.

Key words: higher education attainment; charitable donation behaviors; common prosperity; college
enrollment expansion
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